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A Large Apple-tree. — In a note in the Scientific American, Rev. H. 
C. Hovey says: 

While visiting an orchard near New Haven not long ago, the 
farmer, perceiving me to be taking- notes as to the dimensions of his 
trees, told me that probably the largest apple-tree in the world was 
to be seen on the farm of Delos Hotchkiss, in Marion, Conn. I need 
not give the size as originally stated by my informant, which was, 
like most such matters, much exaggerated, for I have just had exact 
measurements taken, as follows: 

Circumference of the trunk, near the ground 15 ft. 3 in. 

" " " three feet from ground 13 ft. 9 in. 

" " " at the forks 16 ft. 2 in. 

" " 2 main branches, from. .10 ft. 4 in., and 8 ft. 8 in. 
" of nine smaller branches, from 4 to 6 ft. each. 

Height of tree - 60 feet. 

Diameter of tree top 104 feet. 

A peculiarity of this tree is that it is what is termed " an alternate 
bearer," five limbs bearing one year and four the next. The usual 
yield from the five limbs is about 85 bushels, although in a single 
instance it reached no bushels; and the four limbs vary from 35 to 
40 bushels. The fruit is said to be excellent for winter use, though 
on this point I can only speak from hearsay. 

The age of this venerable apple-tree is estimated at about 175 to 
180 years. Curiously enough the patriotic old tree marked the cen- 
tennial year by bearing fruit on all its branches, the first time it has 
been known to do so in its life, and it has continued to do so down 
to the present time. Some of the limbs are now dying, others are 
broken down, signs of decay appear in many places, and it is thought 
that this noble specimen of Pyrus malm will soon be numbered 
among the things of the past. 

Botanical Literature. 

Catalogue of phcenogamous and vascular cryptogamous Plants of 
Worcester County, Mass. By Joseph Jackson. 8vo, pamph., 
pp. 48. Published by the Worcester Natural History Society. 

Mr. Joseph Jackson has for some years given assiduous attention 
to the collection and study of the plants of Worcester County, Mass., 
and has now embodied the results in the form of this neatly-printed 
Flora. Among the cryptogams it includes only the ferns, equise- 
tacese, and lycopods, The mosses, lichens and fungi would of 
course greatly extend it, and we hope the enterprising author will 
now give his attention to these. 

The Worcester County Natural History Society, under whose 
auspices the publication is issued, appears to be doing excellent work 

in many directions. — W. W. B. 

The Grasses of the United States: Being a synopsis of the Tribes and 
Genera, with a Description of the Genera, and a List of the Species. 
By Dr. Geo. Vasey. 8vo, pamph., pp. 47. Washington: Govern- 
ment Printing Office, 1883. 
In the words of the author this " paper is an attempt to give a 

systematic synopsis of our grasses so far as known to the present 

time, with a description of the genera and a list of the species. Our 
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knowledge of some species is yet imperfect, and one object of this 
paper is to awaken such interest in the subject as may lead to further 
study and investigation of the same. 

" The synopsis of the tribes and genera is chiefly a translation 
from the -recently published Genera Plantarum of Messrs. Bentham 
& Hooker. The characters have been drawn up very briefly, but, 
it is hoped, with sufficient fulness to lead to the intended result. In 
drawing the characters of the genera the best authors have been con- 
sulted, a careful examination of specimens has been made, and the 
nomenclature conformed to the most recent views of floral structure." 
Catalogue of the Flora of Oak Island, Revere, Mass.: with Notes. 
By Herbert A. Young. 8vo, pamph., pp. 19. From the Bulle- 
tin of the Essex Institute). Salem: Peabody Acad, of Science, 
1883. 
Oak Island, whose flora is here catalogued, is a slight, tree-cover- 
ed elevation of land hardly reaching more than three or four feet 
above the surrounding salt-marsh, within the limits of the town of 
Revere, Mass., and just a few rods beyond the inlet that separates 
that town from the town of Saugus in Essex County. The entire 
number of plant embraced in Mr. Young's list, which includes phss- 
nogams, ferns and mosses, is three hundred and sixty-two. 
Early Botanical Explorers of the Pacific Coast. By C. C. Parry. 
8vo, pamph., pp. 8. Reprint from the Overland Monthly for 
October, 1883, (From the author.) 
Deutsche botanische Monatsschrift, Organ fur Floristen, Systematiker 
und alle Freunde der heimischen Flora. Herausgegeben von 
Dr. G. Leimbach. 
This is a new monthly botanical journal published by the well- 
known botanist, Prof. Leimbach of Sondershausen. It accords the 
first place to systematic botany and the physiology of plants, and then 
to biology, morphology, teratology, etc. It is to give elaborate, and, 
if necessary, well illustrated articles from the pens of the most emi- 
nent members of the botanical fraternity in all parts of the world, 
and will contain elaborate reviews of new works, as well as of the 
important articles that appear in the chief botanical journals of the 
world. The subscription price, $1.50, is very low. — G. E. 

Proceedings of the Torrey Club.— At a regular meeting of the 
Club Tuesday evening, Sept. ir, the chair was occupied by Prof. E. 
H. Day, and eighteen persons were present. 

New Stations discovered on Field Days. — Prof. Hyatt reported 
North Yonkers as a station for Cypripedium pubescens, Swartz., and 
Tottenville, S. I., for Asclepias variegata, L., a plant new to the 
Island. Prof. Day stated that he had found Senecio candidissima, 
commonly known as dusty miller, spontaneous at Highlands, N. J. 
During the excursion to Swartzwood, N. J., on Aug., 4th, Melan- 
thium, latifolium, Desrouss, a plant new to the local flora, was 
detected. The Nelumbium was found in flower. Prof. Day re- 
ported Waretown, N. J., as a new station for Kosteletzkya Virginica, 
Presl., and stated that Althaa officinalis, L., had been found in abun- 
dance by him at Sand's Point, L. I., 



